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Study (6) on "Difficult Children"
—-Support behaviors of kindergarten's teachers recognized by student teachers—

SHIGEYUKI SHIMANO

The purpose of this research was to clarify behaviors where a teacher supports
"difficult children" in a kindergarten. Here, it is reviewed how a homeroom teacher supported
"difficult children" as recognized by junior college students during their practice teaching in
kindergarten.

In order to carry this out, checklists of "difficult children" and surveys in which "difficult
children" are supported were respectively taken by 176 junior college students as they observed
during their practice teaching in the kindergarten.

As a result, 81% of student teachers noted that "difficult children" existed. Next; in
respect of support behaviors of the kindergarten's teachers engaged in teaching, the survey was
taken by surveying the student teachers. The survey includes support behaviors of 100 items.
Rating is evaluated in 5 levels. Forty-three items showed an average value show of 3.00 or
more. Three items among forty-three items included an except for behaviors which guardians
or teachers indirectly supported. By this survey, factors were analyzed based on the content of
forty items among forty-three items.

As a result, two factors could be discovered. These factors were "acceptance’ and
"demand". Therefore, it is suggested that kindergarten teachers support "difficult children" based
on the teaching attitudes of acceptance and demand.

Key words : difficult children, support behaviors, acceptance, demand



